[Still doubt about side effects of statins].
Statins are among the most commonly prescribed drugs in the Western world. Hence, one would expect their safety and side effect profile to be firmly established. However, this assumption may be false. In a recent analysis, acute memory loss appeared to be significantly associated with the use of lipid-lowering drugs, of which statins are the most important subgroup. However troubling these findings may be, the study could still not exclude the possibility of the findings having been confounded by detection bias. Thus, decades after their introduction, uncertainties regarding side effects may still surround massively prescribed drugs, highlighting the need for care and caution on prescription of even the most commonly used drugs.